Right Whale
Volunteer Sighting Network
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Marine Resources Council
In conjunction with

Associated Scientists at Woods Hole



Historical Background

Whaling = near extinction

Internationally protected since 1935
shift in shipping lanes
slowing ships
critical habitat areas
fisheries regulations

approach law




PopUiation DeECline Sincer 2010

O 20175
=17 deaths (allfanthropedenic)
— 5/ DIFtAS
= 10.2-yr calving/interval

® 2018:

— 1 death
— 0 births

® (/1 breeding . .=
females)
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. Habitat Areas of the
North Atlantic Right Whale

Critical Habitats
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ihe Outioek Py the NUmIBErS

o« 458 right whales alive in: 2015, including 105 adult breeding females
o 105/458 = 23% of population’are breeding fiemales

» 481 right whales alive in 2011° 4+ 77 calves  born between 2011 and 2015
= 558 whales

» 558 —458 = 100 deaths over 5 years (2011-2015)

» 100 deaths = 5 years = 20 deaths/year

» 20 deaths per year x 23% = 4.6 breeding females died per year
« 105 breeding females = 4.6 breeding females dead per year = 23 years

If nothing changes, we will wipe out the 105
breeding females that are alive today in 23 years



Right Whale Conservation Program
Started by Cocoa Beach Women’s Club in 1994
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e Public Education :
e Mitigate Human Impacts \ )
e Gather/Submit Photo-ID & Behavioral Data

1-888-97-WHALE (1-888-979-4253)



Why is MRC’s program so important?

e Only known calving grounds
e supplement aerial surveys + %\

o Greatest threats T \ b 14
are fishing gear entanglementsff
strikes - TS

e Proximity to ports

K. Jackson/FWC



Importancer el Volunteer Program

North Atlantic Right Whale Critical Habitat
Southeastern U.S. Calving Area

S only knewnrcalving
grotnd

' slpplement aerial
SUKRVeyYs

® collecting unigue data
® proximity to ports

® biopsy assistance

® rescue efforts

® training USCGAuUXx pilots

Atlantic Ocean




How Big Are They?

e Adults:
— 45 to 55 ft.
— 30:to 50 tons

® (Calves:
— 15 ft. at birth
— 1 ton

— double their weight
; }n ﬂrst month
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Callosities = FIngerprnts
e ~ & Gyamids (lice) migraterfirom
Motner torcall
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® Liceimay be orange/pink
throughnout body WRen
animal IS In poor healtn

@ Photo by Yan Guilbault [ NE&q

Present at birth
Not used for ID during 15 year

of life

Catalog kept by the New
England Aquarium

Scott Kraus/New England Aquarium
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\ Lip patch
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Black, Paddle-Shaped Pectoral Flippers
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“Two Blowholes
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Compared to FUMPBacKs




® Tnside edge is fringed by fine, silky hair



Feeding ‘

S Primary prey.— Copepods
o Consume 1 te 1 Y2 tons
per day! (In' Summer)
® Skim feed at SUrface Or at i ——

depths greater than 600 ft. N Y N o
® Can hold breath 20 min. | ﬁ i
and repeat for several s
hours

NOAA Fisheries Service/ Permit No. 775-1600
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Mothering

Gestation: 12 — 13 months
Single calf born in winter
Born Tail First

Calves nurse on rich milk
Calving Interval: up to 10 yrs.
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Windham-Reid FWC/FMRI










#2 Killer
Ship Strikes
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Right Whales come VERY close te shore
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